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Opinion

Let ex-PoWs
hear those
magic words

THE determination of Cambridgeshire’s
former Far East prisoners-of-war to
extract an apology from Japanis. A
entirely understandabl & #

The horrific memones of what-
happened to'them in the harrowing- /
events of the-early 1940s clearly sﬁll
gives them nighjtmares.

Apologlslng and asking (0rg|vensss
cannot turn:back the clock or make ihe 4
bad dreams go.away.

But itwill at least be official
recognition that the veterans shol
have beeri treated as they were —and *
hopefuily a'sign that it will-never happen
again to'anyone else.

‘Give him the cash

WE know Gordon Brown has a lot on
his mind at the moment.

But we hope he gives author Terry
Pratchett and the experts from the
Alzheimer's Research Trust in Great
Shelford a.good hearing today ~ and a
helping hand.

injecting more cash into researching
the disease could, inthe long run; save ,
the NHS millions in care and treatment
costs.
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P?IiQM&ER?S itish, wlmsns capmmd by the Japanese Army faced torture, starvation and regular beatings by the prlsun camp guards.

qle_ hell victims

the: atroclﬁes of the Second World War,
veteransin Cambridgeshire are still bitter

about’ tlle way they have
CHRIS F.u.IO'I'T reports.

been treated.

s URVIVORS of one of

Second World War are
demanding a full apology
one they believe they
will never’live to hear. ~

Hundreds of young soldier: {_‘“
from the Cambridgeshire
Regiment were rounded up
after the fall of Singapore in
1942, and incarcerated in
inhuman conditions by the
Japanese.

Many were tortured or
starved to death by their
captors, and huge numbers lost
their lives as slave labour
building the infamous Burma
railway, the Railway of Death.

A decade ago, Japan’s

peror Akihito, attending a
smte banquet at Buckingham
Palace hosted by the Queen,
expressed his “deep sorrow and
pain” for the suffering that the
men from (i mbridgeshire, an }‘
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them from othe;

not go %
ria “réal,
log;

they are still

waiting - ani probably die

before they get{ig )
Les Phillips, 88, from Fen

Ditton, a former member of the

Cambridgeshires, was in a
convoy of British Army lorries
that was halted by Japanese
troops, He and his comrades
were lined up, and the
g:panae soldiers placed three
chine guns in front of ﬁl:;‘m

marching s of j) Pri
Phillips said,

He spent time in the
notorious Changi jail, and was
th taken into the jungle lo

the rail
Lu leepers,and we just slept
ontl e floor, in all
weathers,” he said. “There was
hardly any food, and many
people fell sick with dysentery.
people died, we had to
a funeral pyre for lhem
amboo and throy the

the guards
hole, which turned out to be
their own grave. The guards
ust shot them and pushed
em into it as we watched.
“Another time, a lot of us

were ordered to stand in a river -

made them dlg abig

£ £
PRAYERS: Les Phil )
and the guud@}hmw
ahand grenade ater.
Alot of pebple got shrapnel
wotnds. .

“We have never had a proper
apology fro) e Japanese
governmentfor) hat happened

\ If we gofone, it wouldn't

hange anything - we still have
ightmares about it. But an

pology might bring us a bit of
k‘:aw Ten years ago, what was

B
aid wasn't really saying sorry.
‘e’]1 probabl; a]lbe deadby
the time® 3 given.”

William Dfckenson, 89/ fro g)
Little Thetford, near Ely, wa
serving in the 4th Battalion of

e Suffolk Regiment and was

shiipin Singapore
bour attacked by. Japanese
planes.

“I slid down a rope to get off
the ship and into the sea, away
from the bulléts and the
bombs,” he said. “There were
sharks@bout/ but we wére
lucky /We were picked up by a

@

BEATINGS William Dk:ksnson

small boat and taken Y
He too ended up in Changi
Rardly any fo0d, e iest
ardly any fes
(‘}gr:nhories, am'lTeEn/mL
al “
en the atom bomb attack:
on Nagasaki and ll.l.mshlma

4 m
I chkenson was near

death - he ed Just five @

stone, and

surv:vm's, 'r dto spe h scvem.l
weeks in hospital before

becoming well enough to ir: l :

back to Britain.

“The Japanese guvenu'nent
should apologise too, but I don't
think they ever will. They will
simply let us all Mr

never buy a Japariese car.”

chris.elliott
@cambridge-news.. w,u}c
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JAPANESE WIDOW OF A
BRITISH BUSINESSMAN

SAYS KEIKO HOLMES
AM asking Beitish people

and the PoWs to forgive —
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British prisoners-of-war who were tortured mercilessly by the Japanese in World War Two will stage

amass protest against Emperor Akihito’s State visit to London at the end of this month. They still

want an apology and compensation from the Japanese government for the atrocities they suffered .
Here two leading figures in the dispute put their arguments for and against reconciliation.
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